GU Council - 1019.D

21/10/19

Motion to Mandate the Graduate Union to initiate the
process to activate a Referendum concerning the
Proposals for a New Single Students’ Union
Updated version of the motion presented at meeting in July 2019
Proposer: Alessandro Ceccarelli, President and Chair, Graduate Union (henceforth GU)
Seconder: Mrittunjoy Guha Majumdar, Chair of Exec and Vice-president, Graduate Union
The Graduate Union notes:
1. That extensive consultation and proposal development has been undertaken in the
past months on joint proposals from the GU and CUSU on the creation of a new
students’ union;
2. See Appendix A. That 51 undergraduate and 93 postgraduate students responded to
our recent survey. 90% of undergraduate respondents supported CUSU and the GU
working more closely together and 78% supported the proposal for a single union. Of
postgraduate respondents, 86% supported CUSU and the GU working more closely
together and 65% supported the proposal for a single union. Between 73 and 75% of
postgraduate respondents supported the proposed sabbatical, executive committee
and council and forum structures. Between 60% and 75% of undergraduate
respondents supported the same proposed structures. Undergraduate respondents
were most supportive of the proposed council and forum structures;
3. That the proposal have been modified in order to respond to areas of concern. For
instance, concerns were raised about the proposed access and education roles, an
LGBT+ role, and the need for an equal postgraduate voice in any new council and
forum structures. These and more requests and concerns have been actively
addressed at GU-CUSU working group meetings and a new updated proposal has
been developed so as to meet a compromise between the needs and requests of UG
and PG students (See Appendix B);
4. That in July, August, September and October 2019 the GU and CUSU Sabbatical
officers and members of staff have consistently and successfully undertaken positive
and constructive conversations to improve the proposal so as to promote better
representation of PG students with a ‘New Single Students’ Union’ (henceforth ‘NewSU’);
5. That MCRs and Postgraduate student representatives have been kept informed
during the proposal developments and their voices, needs and concerns have been
presented to the GU-CUSU working group, as well as discussed and integrated in the
proposal as far as possible. (see paper 1019.L);
6. That a Business Case was formalised and presented to, and accepted by the Trustees
of each charity (ie. CUSU and GU);
7. That discussions with the GU Board of Trustees have been conducted so as to
guarantee the interests of the GU Charity;
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The Graduate Union believes:
1. That we need to continue to engage with students and to endorse a Referendum
concerning the ‘New-SU’ to be presented to the University of Cambridge student
community;
2. Since postgraduate students make up half the student body, and a majority of
postgraduates are international students, we must develop a ‘New-SU’ structure,
procedures and mission statements that ensures parity of PG and UG students, as well
as home and international students;
3. That the current GU and CUSU sabbatical teams (2019/20) should continue the
current direction of travel and campaign to raise awareness of this positive
initiative among the student population until a Referendum is held;
The Graduate Union resolves:
1. To endorse a Referendum concerning the ‘New-SU’ to be presented to the University
of Cambridge students community in Michaelmas Term 2019;
2. To campaign in favour of the ‘New-SU’ project and raise awareness among the
student population until a Referendum is held.
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Appendix A: Report from the GU-CUSU Proposal
Consultation
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Appendix B: Some students’ requests concerning the
‘New-SU’
(students’ signatures not included below)
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